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Estelle McGinley
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The Irish Childhood Bereavement 
Network (ICBN) works with its 

members to promote the voice of 
bereaved children and young 

people, recognising that theirs has 
traditionally been the silent voice of 

grieving 

ICBN is hosted by the Irish Hospice Foundation (IHF) and 
overseen by an Advisory Panel with representatives from 

bereavement services nationally. The panel bring an 
abundance of knowledge and expertise to guide our work.

The work of ICBN is supported through funding from the 
IHF and TUSLA. 

A National 
Initiative to 
guide 
bereavement 
care for 
children 
& young 
people 
through the 
delivery of 
Bereavement 
Standards
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Methodology
The Standards grew from the Irish Childhood 

Bereavement Care Pyramid  

’

Method

Literature review 
Policy review
National and international standards 
review

Five domains for standards agreed
Format agreed – Standard statement; 
Standard rationale;  Criteria for meeting 
standard; Evidence of achievement

 A  draft version of the Standards was 
presented for structured consultation to 
the ICBN national conference at the end 
of 2016 

 Draft circulated to a wide-ranging 
consultation in 2017.  Over 60 written 
feedback forms from organisations and 
individuals, all welcoming the work and 
providing vital insights and comments

 By October 2017 the final edits 
incorporated the views and comments 
into this publication

 Launched by the Ombudsman for 
Children, Dr Niall Muldoon in November 
2017

Consultation process
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How these standards 
can be used

Planning 
To promote a national “vision”
To direct the ways to promote 
resilience & provide support for 
bereaved children
To shape investment in 
bereavement care
To inform statutory 
commissioning of bereavement 
standards

How these standards 
can be used

Provision
 To develop confidence in the 

information, supports & services 
 To ensure support are based on the 

latest international findings
 To help to define the scope of care
 To ensure that the family are seen as 

central
 To highlight the voice of bereaved 

children in national policies
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How these standards 
can be used

Quality review/ outcomes 
To help service providers to 

review their current practices
To allow service providers 

incrementally develop their 
services in light of identified 
evolving needs of bereaved 
children

ICBN Policy Vision

We accept that the coming years 
will present challenges to 

implement these standards & 
consider that as individuals, 

families, communities and as a 
country we are at the beginning of 

a process


